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in the guise of the Tientsin Massacre*
o more did Samson, when he slew the Tim-

Math lion, expect to  extract honey from its

carcass than did I expect to extract from the
slaughter of the French nuns and Sisters of
Charity the educational scheme that was destined

to make a new China of the old, and to work out
a,n Oriental civilization on an Occidental basis.

The Tientsin Massacre took place early in
3L870. It arose from the gross ignorance and
superstition of the Tientsin populace regarding
the work of the nuns and Sisters of Charity, part
of whose religious duty it was to rescue found-
lings and castaway orphans, who were gathered
into hospitals, cured for and educated for the
services of the Roman Catholic church. This
beneficent work was misunderstood and miscon-
strued by the ignorant masses, who really be-
lieved in the rumors arid stories that the infants
mud children thus gathered in were taken into
the hospitals and churches to have their eyes
gouged out for medical and religious purposes*
Suefa diabolical reports soon spread like wild-fire
till popular excitement was worked up to its
highest pitch of frenzy, and the infuriated mob,
regardless of death and fearless of law, plunged
headlong into the Tientsin Massacre. In that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